Welcome to 6th Grade Science!

September 4, 2013

Dear Students and Families:

Welcome to TechBoston Academy’s 6th Grade Science! I am Dan Witsil, and I am excited to be your scholar’s first middle school science teacher and an important part of his/her march to college. The first week of class tends to be a torrent of information. Therefore, I have written some key information down for you to read and use as a resource.

Who is Mr. Witsil?
First and foremost, I love science. This is my 7th year teaching science and my 5th year at TBA.  I have a Masters in Education from the University of Massachusetts-Boston and a Bachelors degree in Chemistry and Natural Sciences from The Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD. I am certified in Science and Math instruction as well as special education. Just as I hope that my students enjoy continually learning new ideas, I enjoy continuing my own education in science and teaching by taking graduate classes, reading current science and education literature, and always asking questions about the world around me. I live on the red line with my 10 month old daughter Maya, my wife of just over four years, and two cats.  I enjoy hiking/camping, gardening, home repair, reading, and sports. 

Classroom expectations
I like to have fun and enjoy working with Scholars in class, but I also realize we have a lot to do, we need to work together productively, and we must be safe.  Our classroom rules and consequences are outlined in the attached “Classroom Plan.” Essentially all of our rules boil down to a simple question, “Are your actions enabling you and your classmates to learn as much as possible?” 

Work and Grading

I use a total point system for grading.  All assignments are assigned a point value based on the amount of work involved and importance for the curriculum. For example, a quick homework assignment may be worth 5 points whereas a multi-day lab may be worth 50 points. Similarly quizzes might be 20 points and tests might be 80 points. Using the grading percentages from the syllabus, points will be averaged over each marking period. Student effort, thoroughness, accuracy, and writing will all factor into grades, so check and proofread your work well. 

Homework

Homework is a crucial piece of the learning we do in class. Students will have homework almost every night. Students may also have to finish classwork that was not completed in class. Students should record their homework in their homework tracker every day and a family member should sign the tracker to indicate that the homework is complete. Homework and classwork assignments are also posted online daily at http://witsilscience.weebly.com. Finished your homework? Study! Read! Do Extra Credit! 

Missing assignments 

Students who are absent one day will receive one additional day to complete missing work. Students absent two days will receive two days to make up the work, and so on. Students without absences will have one day to turn in late homework for 50% credit. Homework turned in two days late will not receive any credit. You may come to my next office hours to complete the homework for credit. Students should complete all assignments because they are all valuable learning opportunities. I understand that there might be an emergency or an unexpected event that could prevent work completion. In the event of these unexpected events, an adult family member should send in a written note or email, and I will gladly work out an alternative schedule with the student and/or family member.  

Some helpful hints for students:
· Keep handouts in your science folder or glued into your notebook. 

· Write clearly and with sufficient detail in all written responses. All 6th grade writing assignments across all subjects will be graded using the 6th grade writing rubric. 

· Write down what we do in class and any assignment due dates on your homework tracker daily. 

· Bring your supplies to class: pencil, notebook, folder, colored pencils, glue stick, and binder. You may also bring a free reading book to class in case you finish your work.

· I require students to keep all completed assignments in your Science notebook.  This makes any missing grades easy to clear-up and will serve as an excellent study resource for you. 

· I offer many extra credit learning opportunities, or you can come up with your own. If you’re deepening your learning, then I would love to reward your efforts. 

Families 
You can help your scholar best by assisting with organization, proofreading written work, and encouraging him/her in their pursuit of knowledge. I encourage you to check our class web site (www.witsilscience.weebly.com) frequently as homework and classwork will be posted daily. Grades will be posted through Boston’s ASPEN system weekly. I can be reached best by email (dwitsil.techboston@gmail.com), but I am also available by phone at (617) 635-1615 x 31225. I am also available for conferences by appointment before or after school. 

Students, if you need extra help, please let me know. It is my mission to assist you in your success, and I know that the transition to Middle School life can be taxing. I am available after school for office hours and on some days during lunch. Please let me help make your transition to middle school smoother for you.  I look forward to us having a great year.

Sincerely, 

Daniel R. Witsil

Mr. Witsil 

www.witsilscience.weebly.com 

dwitsil.techboston@gmail.com
